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THE  STATE  OF  THE  SCHOOL 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF 
THE  BOARD 

We  look  forward  to  another  successful 
School  year  in  1978-79.  Our  success 
depends  upon  several  factors: 

(a)  A  competent  and  dedicated 
teaching  and  administrative  staff. 
This  we  have  in  our  Principal  and 
the  school  staff. 

(b)  An  enthusiastic  and  eager  group 
of  students.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors in  June,  the  Principal  re- 
ported that  our  enrolment  for  the 
Fall  term  is  most  promising  both  in 
numbers  and  quality  of  students. 

(c)  The  interest  and  involvement  of 
parents.  Old  Girls  and  friends  of 
the    School.    The    Board  has 
noticed   with   gratitude   an  in- 
creasing   participation    of  such 
individuals  over  the  past  few  years 
in  the  School's  activities,  pro- 
grammes and  projects.  In  par- 
ticular, we  express  our  thanks  to  all 
who  respond  to  our  Annual  Givings 
Appeal.  The  donations  received  from 
this  source  provide  us  with  funds  to 
expand  and  modernize  school  facilities, 
and  to  enrich  our  various  programmes. 
Such  resources  are  not  provided  by  the 
Government  of  Quebec.  The  Govern- 
ment grants,  which  we  continue  to 
receive,   are  to   offset  the  annual 
operating  costs  for  providing  educa- 
tion. The  response  by  parents.  Old 
Girls  and  friends  of  the  School  to  the 
Annual  Givings  Appeal  help  provide 
that  extra  resource  for  expansion  and 
modernization  so  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  high  standards  of 


Trafalgar.  The  Board  is  also  grateful  to 
parents  and  Old  Girls  who  serve  in  a 
voluntary  capacity  on  the  School's 
Advisory  Committee  and  other  Com- 
mittees and  on  special  occasions. 

Trafalgar  School  will  celebrate  its 
ninety-first  birthday  on  October  21st. 
We  are  proud  of  our  past  record  and 


SCHOOL  ACTIVITIES 

The  year  1977-78  was  an  interesting 
and  active  one  at  Trafalgar.  The  House 
Competition  was  held  early  in  October 
with  Donald  House  winning  with  their 
very  clever  and  amusing  play  entitled 
The  French  Revolution:  Reign  of 
Terror. 

October  21st  was  Trafalgar's  ninetieth 
birthday.  To  celebrate  this  occasion,  a 
Book  Fair  and  Bazaar  was  held  at  the 
School.  A  total  of  209  books  was 
bought  for  Trafalgar's  library  by  stu- 
dents, parents.  Old  Girls  and  friends. 
The  sale  of  plants,  handicrafts,  baked 
goods  and  raffle  tickets  at  the  Bazaar 
raised  $900.  A  nostalgia  corner  was  set 
up  for  the  Old  Girls  and  several  prints 
of  photos  taken  in  earlier  days  at 
Trafalgar  were  sold. 

In  November,  the  Drama  Club  pre- 
sented a  production  of  the  play 
Danger  -  Girls  Working  by  James 
Reach.  The  entire  student  body  at- 
tended a  performance  in  the  afternoon 
and  a  second  performance  was  held  in 
the  evening  for  parents  and  friends. 
There  was  an  excellent  turnout  for  this 
most  enjoyable  evening's  entertain- 
ment. 


achievements.  We  move  into  the 
future  with  determination  to  provide  fo 
our  students  a  high  standard  of 
education,  and  to  ensure  that  Trafalgar 
will  play  an  important  and  strong  role 
in  the  educational  life  of  Ouebec 
Province  and  Canada. 

J.N.  Doidge 


In  December,  the  members  of  Form  II, 
under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  Wightman 
and  Mrs.  Ridolfi,  held  a  history  night 
dinner.  The  dining  room  was  decorated 
with  banners  and  medieval  crests  and 
the  girls  were  dressed  as  different 
historical  characters.  A  delicious  meal 
was  prepared  by  the  kitchen  staff  and 
ably  served  by  five  girls  from  Form  III. 
Between  courses  each  girl  in  turn 
approached  the  staff  table  and  made  a 
brief  speech  introducing  the  character 
she  represented.  After  dinner  enter- 
tainment was  provided.  There  were 
two  skits  depicting  aspects  of  medieval 
justice  and  the  training  for  knighthood. 
The  evening  concluded  with  dancing 
to  medieval  music. 

The  first  team  ended  with  our  tradi- 
tional Christmas  Concert.  It  was  held  at 
the  Church  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Paul 
and  was,  as  always,  a  joyous  note  on 
which  to  finish  the  term. 

The  Phoenix  Theatre  Players  visited 
Trafalgar  in  January.  They  presented 
excerpts  from  six  plays  and  provided  all 
the  students  with  delightful  entertain- 
ment. In  February,  the  members  of 
Forms  IV  and  V  travelled  to  the 
Phoenix  Theatre  to  see  a  production  of 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL 


The  Importance  of  Being  Ernest  by 

Oscar  Wilde.  In  February,  a  group  of 
fifty  girls  from  Forms  IV  and  V  went  to 
the  French  Theatre.  They  saw  two 
excellent  short  plays  and  two  sketches 
by  Chekhov. 

The  science  department  organized 
Trafalgar's  first  Science  Fair  in  Febru- 
ary. There  were  thirty  exhibitors  in  a 
wide  variety  of  scientific  fields.  The 
exhibits  were  judged  by  Professor  S. 
Maclachlan  of  Dawson  College.  The 
winners  were  Diane  Whelan  and  Kim 
Shetler  (Georgraphy),  Lori-Ann  Sene- 
cal  (Ecology)  and  Susan  Marshall  and 
Pam  Hall  (Chemistry). 

In  mid-February,  seven  independent 
schools  organized  a  ski  day  for  Forms  II 
-  V.  A  dance  on  Thursday  evening  for 
the  seven  schools  was  followed  by  a 
ski  trip  on  Friday.  Students  from 
Trafalgar,  The  Study,  Weston  and 
Selwyn  House  went  to  Smugglers' 
Notch  while  those  from  L.C.C.,  Con- 
vent of  the  Sacred  Heart  and  Miss 
Edgar's  went  to  Mont  Tremblant.  The 
weather  was  perfect  and  the  partici- 
pants had  an  excellent  day  of  skiing. 

Form  I  had  its  own  trip  in  early  March 
when  the  French  department  took  the 
girls  to  L'Erabliere  au  pied  de  la 
Montagne,  Mont  St-Gregoire  for  a 
sugaring-off  party.  The  trip  included  an 
audio-visual  presentation,  lunch  and  a 
visit  to  the  sugarbush  to  study "  the 
production  of  maple  products. 

Forms  II  and  111  organized  a  Skate-A- 
Thon  to  aid  the  Montreal  Association 
for  the  Blind.  It  was  held  at  Lower 
Canada  College  on  March  8th  and  was 
very  successful.  Through  the  Skate-A- 
Thon,  two  bake  sales  and  a  wear-what- 
you  want  day,  the  students  from  these 
two  forms  raised  one  thousand  dollars. 
A  cheque  was  presented  to  Dr.  Simms, 
director-general  of  the  Association,  at 
the  School  on  March  15th. 

The  second  term  ended  with  a  talent 
show.  Students  with  special  talents  in 
music  performed  for  the  student  body. 
The  programme  included  items  on  the 
flute,  piano,  violin,  recorder  and  guitar. 
There  was  also  dancing,  both  ballet 
and  modern,  and  singing. 

On  April  6,  Mr.  William  Stevens, 
concert  pianist,  gave  a  performance  at 
the  school.  As  well  as  playing  the 
piano,  he  discussed  its  development  as 
an  instrument.  The  afternoon  proved 
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to  be  both  entertaining  and  informa- 
tive. 

Trafalgar's  Annual  Gymnastic  Demon- 
stration took  place  in  late  April.  The 
theme  was  Toyland  and  the  classes 
produced  some  very  good  routines. 
Mrs.  R.B.  Spence,  president  of 
T.O.G.A.  presented  the  Lucy  Box 
award.  Alison  Noel  was  the  recipient. 

The  two  major  events  in  May  were  the 
field  day  and  the  graduation  dance. 
Our  Track  and  Field  Meet  was  held 
under  ideal  conditions  at  McGill's 
Molson  Stadium.  After  an  exciting  day, 
Ross  House  emerged  the  victor.  The 
graduation  dance  was  held  at  the 
Engineers'  Club  and  proved  to  be  a 
highly  successful  evening. 

June  brought  examinations,  of  course, 
and  our  School  Closing  Exercises  on 
June  9th.  We  were  privileged  to  have 
Miss  Muriel  Bedford-Jones,  a  former 
pupil  and  teacher  at  Trafalgar,  make 
the  address  to  the  graduating  class. 
Proficiency  certificates  were  awarded 
to  our  top  students  and  the  graduates 
received  their  certificates.  The  after- 
noon concluded  with  refreshments  in 
the  dining  room  and  garden. 

LOOKING  AHEAD 

Trafalgar's  enrolment  for  the  coming 
year  is  somewhat  higher  than  last  year. 
We  anticipate  eighty-one  new  girls 
along  with  our  returning  students  for  a 
total  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
students. 

Three  scholarships  were  awarded  to 
Form  I  students.  The  T.O.G.A.  En- 
trance Scholarship  went  to  Stephani 
Risk  from  Edinburgh  School,  the  D.S. 
Penton  Scholarship  to  Karen  Robson 
from  Dunrae  Gardens  and  the  Board  of 
Governors'  Scholarship  to  Cathy  Blun- 
dell  from  Roslyn  School. 

In  form  II,  Heather  Patterson  holds  the 
Joan  M.  V.  Foster  Memorial  Scholar- 
ship. This  scholarship  is  awarded  to  the 
student  who  completes  Form  I  with  the 
highest  academic  standing  and  does 
not  hold  any  other  scholarship.  Other 
scholars  in  the  school  are:  Caroline 
Bachynski,  Randee  Baron,  Patricia 
Purer,  Pam  Hall,  Bettina  Karpel,  Adele 
Marshall,  Susan  Marshall,  Carolyn 
Powe  and  Kim  Shetler.  Bursary  holders 
are  Heather  Howatson,  Liane  Mendel- 
sohn and  Kim  Myles. 


Three  teachers  left  the  staff  last  year. 
Miss  Layton,  who  has  done  a  mag- 
nificient  job  as  Trafalgar's  gym  teacher 
for  the  past  five  years,  as  well  as 
helping  in  so  many  ways  to  ensure  the 
smooth  operation  of  the  School,  is 
taking  a  year's  leave  of  absence  to 
study  at  the  University  of  New 
Brunswick.  She  will  be  returning  to 
Trafalgar  in  September,  1979.  Mrs. 
Christine  Ghosh,  music  teacher  for  two 
years  and  Mr.  Yves  Amesse,  who  had 
one  year  in  the  French  department, 
have  also  left. 

Rejoining  the  staff  this  year  are  Mrs. 
Jill  Rollins  and  Mme  Anne-Marie 
Paglia,  of  the  English  and  French 
departments  respectively.  Miss  Nancy 
Graham  is  taking  over  as  the  music 
teacher. 

New  members  of  staff  are  Miss  Linda 
Tosques,  B.A.  in  French  and  Linguis- 
tics, McGill  University,  and  Mrs.  Chris 
Michahelles,  B.Ed,  in  Physical  Educa- 
tion, McGill  University. 

One  of  our  primary  concerns  is  that 
each  girl  should  have  a  high  degree  of 
competence  in  reading  and  writing 
skills.  One  often  hears  the  complaint 
that  children  and  even  young  adults 
can  no  longer  read  or  write  well.  There 
has,  indeed,  been  a  steady  decline  in 
the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  in  these 
basic  skills.  Television,  multiple-choice 
examinations  and  the  limited  amount 
of  time  spent  teaching  English  are 
certainly  factors  in  this  decline.  In  order 
to  prevent  this  from  happening  at 
Trafalgar,  we  increased  the  time 
allotted  to  English  composition  and 
literature  in  Forms  I  and  II  last  year. 
This  year  we  will  increase  the  time  in 
Forms  III,  IV  and  V  in  order  to  improve 
still  further  the  basic  skills  of  our 
students. 

Another  major  concern  at  Trafalgar  is 
the  teaching  of  French.  In  an  effort  to 
improve  our  programme,  we  have 
made  smaller  groupings,  increased  the 
number  of  classes  per  week  and  added 
staff.  Next  year  we  will  again  increase 
the  time  spent  in  the  teaching  of 
French  and  the  staff  will  be  increased 
from  three  full-time  teachers  and  one 
half-time  teacher  to  four  full-time 
teachers.  No  other  changes  in  the 
French  programme  are  proposed  for 
next  year.  I  shall,  however,  continue  to 
discuss  with  the  Academic  Committee 
ways  and  means  to  expand  and 
improve  our  programme. 


Mathematics  and  History  will  continue 
to  be  compulsory  subjects.  English, 
French,  Mathematics  and  History 
make  up  what  may  be  called  the  core 
curriculum  at  Trafalgar.  Art,  Music  and 
Physical  Education  will  remain  in  the 
School  curriculum  as  before. 

The  increased  time  for  English  and 
French  will  be  taken  from  the  optional 
subjects.  We  will,  however,  be  offering 
the  same  variety  of  options  so  that  our 
students  will  fulfill  the  requirements  for 
entry  to  post-secondary  institutions. 

MISS  BEDFORD-JONES' 
SPEECH 

JUNE  CLOSING  1978 
Mrs.  Doupe,  Members  of  the  Board, 
Members  of  the  Staff,  Parents,  Guests, 
and  Girls. 

To  be  invited  to  return  to  the  school 
where  I  spent  so  many  happy  years  of 
my  life  is  both  an  honour  and  a 
pleasure  and  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
happy  I  was  to  receive  Mrs.  Doupe's 
invitation  to  be  here  today,  to  bring  my 
good  wishes,  especially  to  the  Gradu- 
ating Class  of  1978.  My  few  words  this 
afternoon  are  addressed  particularly  to 
the  Graduates  as  this  June  surely 
marks  a  milestone  in  their  lives. 

As  I  was  considering  this,  I  began  to 
think  of  the  word  milestone.  What 
exactly  is  it?  The  dictionary  defines  it 
as  "a  pillar  set  up  in  the  road  to  mark 
the  miles".  At  one  time  when  road 
signs,  as  we  know  them  now,  were  far 
in  the  future,  road  transportation  was 
carried  on  by  horse  and  carriage,  or  on 
foot  and  these  stones  along  the  way 
told  the  traveller  (driver,  rider  or 
pedestrian)  the  number  of  miles  to  or 
from  his  destination.  They  were  usually 
white  to  be  recognized  easily  and  they 
were  very  important.  One  such  mile- 
stone still  stands,  I  think,  on  a  road  in 
Ontario  that  I  know  very  well.  I 
suppose,  in  years  to  come,  the  word 
Mile  will  be  so  obsolete  that  few 
people  will  know  what  it  means,  except 
that  it  was  a  strange  way  of  measuring 
distance  in  the  old  days.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  word  has  come  to  mean 
something  to  us.  It  is  strange  how 
many  so  called  old  things  are  really 
very  relevant  today.  So  we  use  the 
word  milestone  to  describe  important 
years  or  events  in  our  own  very 


important  journey  through  life  and  let 
us  think  about  them  now  for  a  few 
minutes.  The  actual  milestones  did 
three  things.  They  showed  the  traveller 
how  far  he  had  come,  at  what  point  he 
had  arrived  and  then  encouraged  him 
to  look  forward  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  next  one. 

As  I  fee!  sure  many  travellers  probably 
looked  back  from  time  to  time  at  the 
milestones  they  had  passed,  so,  those 
of  you  in  the  graduating  class,  and 
indeed  all  of  us  can,  for  an  instant,  look 
back  and  see  again  those  shining 
moments,  different  for  all  of  us,  but 
marking  something  special.  In  school 
life,  perhaps  the  day  you  entered 
Trafalgar,  the  day  you  became  a  House 
Captain  or  a  Prefect  or  a  member  of  a 
school  team.  The  day  you  received  a 
special  award,  or  as  parents,  the  day 
your  daughter  entered  Trafalgar.  They 
are  all  there  and  I  assure  you  young 
people  they  will  never  completely 
disappear.  I  remember  well  the  day  I 
entered  Trafalgar,  so  many  years  ago, 
into  what  was  then  called  the  Upper 
Second  Form.  I  certainly  did  not  realize 
then  what  a  very  important  milestone 
that  was  to  be  in  my  life.  But  that  is 
another  story.  Another  story?  A  very 
happy  story  of  five  years  of  school  life 
here  in  this  place  and  I  must  digress  for 
just  a  moment  to  remember.  The 
actual  building  was  very  different  from 
the  one  we  are  in  today.  My  graduation 
ceremony  took  place  in  the  morning  in 
the  Hall  that  is  now  your  Library  but  I 
can  see  it  all  very  clearly.  (In  those  days 
there  was  just  one  class  in  each  grade 
and  I  suppose  our  choice  of  subjects 
was  very  limited,  although  I  never 
thought  about  it.)  I  had  wonderful 
teachers  and  I  certainly  owe  my 
lifelong  love  of  English  Literature  to  the 
inspiring  teaching  of  Miss  Bryan.  I  also 
had  a  wonderful  Headmistress,  Miss 
Cumming,  who  taught  us,  by  example, 
the  meaning  of  service.  I  remember, 
particularly,  our  Morning  Assembly  at 
which  we  memorized  a  verse  from  the 
Bible  every  day  of  our  school  life. 
Would  you  question  the  value  of  that 
to-day?  I  assure  you  those  words, 
which  come  back  to  me  again  and 
again,  have  helped  me  over  many 
difficult  moments.  Chairs  had  to  be  put 
out  each  morning  for  Assembly  and 
each  class  did  this  for  a  week, 
sometimes  a  sore  trial,  and  a  great 
scramble.  We  considered  it  a  great 


improvement  when  we  were  allowed 
to  sit  on  the  floor;  the  Staff  being 
seated  in  the  Gallery.  The  name  of  the 
School  Magazine,  Trafalgar  Echoes, 
was  decided  upon  at  this  time.  I  well 
remember  a  vote  being  taken,  the 
other  name  suggested  being  "Nelson's 
Log".  I  love  to  look  back  at  these 
milestones;  they  are  very  precious. 

You  have  now  arrived  at  your  Gradu- 
ation Day,  and  perhaps  it  would  be  well 
to  rest  a  moment  beside  this  milestone 
and  reflect  a  little.  Someone  once  said 
that  graduation  was  like  crossing  a 
date  line  on  a  cruise  ship.  You  are 
about  to  enter  a  new  kind  of  existence 
depending  largely  on  yourselves  in- 
stead of  on  the  school's  decisions.  You 
are  realizing,  as  you  assess  your  school 
years,  that  learning  never  ends.  I  hope 
you  will  never  say  "I  have  done 
Shakespeare".  Right  now  you  proba- 
bly see  dozens  of  roads  opening  in 
front  of  you  and  you  are  wondering 
which  one  to  choose. 

You  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
an  Independent  School  which  has  a 
great  and  inspiring  history.  You  are 
among  the  nine  thousand  girls  atten- 
ding Independent  Schools  across 
Canada  to-day.  In  thinking  of  this  I 
began  to  reflect  on  the  milestones 
placed  in  Canada  by  graduates  of 
Independent  Schools  and  I  came  upon 
some  interesting  examples  which  I 
would  like  to  pass  on  to  you.  People 
whose  lives  were  like  milestones, 
pointing  direction. 

It  is  so  easy  to  take  for  granted  and  to 
consider  it  a  right  to  enter  a  university, 
to  hold  executive  positions  in  church 
and  state,  to  enter  any  profession, 
medicine,  law,  engineering.  I  assure 
you,  these  so  called  rights  were  the 
result  of  years  of  persistent  work  by 
women  not  so  long  ago,  and  the 
graduates  of  Independent  Schools  in 
Canada  played  no  small  part  in  this 
struggle.  One  of  these  was  Emily 
Ferguson  Murphy.  She  was  educated 
at  Bishop  Strachan's  School  (Toronto) 
where  she  was  a  resident  pupil.  I 
thought  you  might  be  interested  in  this 
note  from  her  memoirs  in  which  she 
speaks  of  her  boarding  school  life.  "On 
Sunday  afternoons  one  of  my  brothers 
who  was  then  at  Upper  Canada 
College,  would  call  to  take  me  out.  He 
promptly  transferred  me  to  the  custody 
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of  a  young  divinity  student  (Arthur 
Murphy)  where  we  enjoyed  teas, 
chocolate  eclairs,  rides  on  ice  boats, 
sail  boats,  any  kind  of  a  boat.  He 
brought  me  Valentines,  too,  and  books 
of  poetry  in  which  he  wrote  things  in 
Latin  and  Hebrew  so  that  my  school- 
mates might  not  read  them,  which  he 
translated  accurately  for  me.  Did  I 
marry  him  when  I  grew  up?  Of  course  I 
did."  Do  you  know  the  story  of  her 
historic  battle  to  change  the  legal 
status  of  Canadian  women  so  that  they 
would  be  eligible  to  sit  in  the  Canadian 
Senate?  In  1916,  Emily  Murphy,  then  a 
magistrate,  was  challenged  in  her  court 
room  on  her  first  day  on  the  bench  by 
the  words;  "You  are  not  even  a 
person.  You  have  no  right  to  be 
holding  court."  Under  British  Law,  in  a 
decision  handed  down  in  1876,  the 
status  of  women  was  defined  in  the 
following  words:  "Women  are  persons 
in  matters  of  pains  and  penalties  but 
are  not  persons  in  matters  of  rights  and 
privileges."  Being  a  very  determined 
woman,  Emily  then  and  there  decided 
the  law  must  be  changed  and  so  a 
battle  began  in  Edmonton  which  lasted 
for  thirteen  years.  She  enlisted  the  help 
of  many  people  using  as  her  platform 
the  eligibility  of  women  to  sit  in  the 
Senate.  If  they  were  allowed  to  do  so 
they  were  persons  with  attendant 
rights  and  privileges.  She  discussed 
the  possibility  of  adding  a  rider  to  the 
British  North  America  Act  stating  that 
persons  included  women.  She  was 
turned  down  again  in  spite  of  her 
persistent  efforts.  Then  she  discovered 
that  Section  60  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Act  states  that  any  five  interested 
persons  had  the  right  to  petition  the 
government  for  a  ruling  on  a  constitu- 
tional point.  She  chose  four  women 
and  they  drew  up  their  petition.  It  was 
turned  down  by  the  Supreme  Court  o 
Canada  in  1928.  Nothing  daunted,  they 
decided,  as  a  last  resort,  to  appeal  to 
the  Privy  Council  in  London  England, 
the  final  court  of  appeal  in  the  British 
Empire.  After  nineteen  anxious 
months,  on  October  18,  1929  Mrs. 
Murphy  was  wakened  at  3  a.m.  by  a 
long  distance  call  from  London  stating 
the  Canadian  Supreme  Court's  de- 
cision had  been  overruled.  The  follow- 
ing day  newspapers  throughout  the 
British  Commonwealth  carried  the 
headlines  "Women  are  Persons". 
Surely  an  important  milestone. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  first  woman 
4 


to  be  appointed  as  a  Senator  in  Canada 
was  Carine  Wilson,  a  graduate  of 
Trafalgar,  whose  statue  stands  at  the 
entrance  to  the  Senate  in  Ottawa  - 
another  milestone. 

Many  milestones  have  been  placed  by 
women  in  the  field  of  education. 
Universities  were  not  at  all  anxious  to 
admit  women  and  a  long  struggle  took 
place  before  this  right  was  recognized. 
In  1889  Helen  McGill  of  Glen  Mawr 
School  was  the  first  woman  graduate 
in  Arts  from  Trinity  College  Toronto 
and  later  became  a  judge  in  the 
Juvenile  Court  in  British  Columbia. 
Even  when  women  were  admitted,  the 
opposition  was  tremendous.  When 
one  of  the  early  graduates  of  Mt. 
Allison  University  was  asked;  "Did 
they  just  hand  you  your  diploma?"  the 
reply  was  "It  would  be  more  nearly 
correct  to  say  they  threw  it  at  me". 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  1976 
women  as  well  as  men  are  now  eligible 
to  compete  for  the  famous  Rhodes 
Scholarships  at  Oxford  and  last  year 
twenty-four  of  the  seventy- two  win- 
ners were  women,  four  of  them 
Canadians. 

Women  were  by  no  means  always 
accepted  as  teachers.  In  1840  when  the 
first  women  were  appointed  in  Canada 
many  parents  were  extremely  doubtful 
whether  anyone  except  a  man  could 
keep  order  in  a  classroom  as  the 
following  quotation  from  a  letter 
written  at  that  time  to  the  Peter- 
borough Examiner  indiates:  "There  has 
been  great  objection  to  the  first  lady 
teacher.  Some  of  the  parents  have 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  have  their 
children  taken  to  another  school 
because  they  did  not  see  how  a  lady 
could  keep  discipline  or  be  capable  of 
teaching."  The  answer  of  the  School 
Trustees  was:  "Women  teachers,  how- 
ever incompetent,  were  better  than  no 
teachers." 

How  far  we  have  come  from  that  day, 
and  again  graduates  of  Independent 
Schools  have  made  valuable  contribu- 
tions. Winifred  Kydd,  a  graduate  of 
Trafalgar  became  Dean  of  Women  at 
Queens  University;  Winifred  Scott,  a 
graduate  of  Netherwood  is  the  present 
principal  of  Norfolk  House  School  in 
Victoria,  B.C.;  Catherine  Steele  of 
Havergal,  Maisie  MacSporran  of  Miss 
Edgar's  and,  best  known  to  you,  Jean 
Harvie  of  Trafalgar  all  became  Princi- 


pals of  their  respective  schools. 

Among  the  Independent  School 
Graduates  who  have  placed  milestones 
in  public  life  are  Madame  Vanier,  a 
graduate  of  the  Convent  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  in  Montreal,  who  became  the 
first  woman  Chancellor  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ottawa,  and  one  of  the  few 
women  to  sit  on  Boards  of  Directors. 
Another  was  Adelaide  Sinclair,  a 
graduate  of  Havergal  who,  during 
World  War  II,  was  head  of  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  Royal  Navy 
and  more  recently  the  Director  of 
Programmes  for  UNICEF  and  Execu- 
tive Assistant  to  the  Deputy  Minister  of 
Welfare  where  she  made  an  outstan- 
ding contribution. 

A  very  important  milestone  was  laid  In 
church  history  on  November  30,  1976 
when  Elspeth  Alley,  a  graduate  of 
Crofton  House  School  in  Vancouver, 
was  one  of  the  first  five  women  to  be 
ordained  a  priest  in  the  Anglican 
Church. 

In  the  athletic  world,  surely  we 
remember  the  Wurtele  Twins,  Rhoda 
and  Rhona  (graduates  of  Trafalgar) 
both  members  of  the  Canadian  Olym- 
pic Ski  Team  in  1941,  and  who  held 
most  honours  in  skiing  from  1947-1952. 

In  the  field  of  music  and  entertainment 
perhaps  you  know  of  Ann  Mortifee,  a 
composer,  and  singer  who,  in  1969, 
won  national  recognition  as  balladeer 
in  George  Ryga's  The  Ecstacy  Of  Rita 
Joe.  Ann,  a  graduate  of  Crofton  House 
was  asked  to  write  the  score  for  Klee 
Wyck,  a  Ballad  for  Emily,  com- 
missioned by  the  Vancouver  Art 
Gallery  to  commemorate  International 
Woman's  Year  in  1975. 

The  list  is  a  long  one.  I  have  mentioned 
only  a  few  and  it  is  interesting  to  me 
that,  with  a  few  exceptions,  I  have  had 
a  very  definite  connection  with  and 
admiration  for  these  women  who 
placed  these  milestones  along  the  way. 
They  all  had  a  purpose  and  pursued  it 
with  relentless  energy. 

I  said  we  could  rest  briefly  beside  these 
milestones  as  we  looked  back  at  the 
ones  that  pointed  direction  but  now  it 
is  time  to  move  on  and  begin  to  look 
for  your  next  milestones.  Where  are 
you  going?  I  hope  you  have  a  purpose 
and  a  plan.  In  his  wonderful  book  "No 
Man  Alone"  Dr.  Penfield,  the  great 
neuro  surgeon  of  this  city  writes:  "A 


purpose  and  a  plan  in  life  seem  to  be 
the  things  I  cling  to.  It  has  always  been 
my  belief  that  for  everyone  who  is 
ready  and  willing  there  is  a  place.  It 
seems  to  wait  for  him  or  her,  in  some 
good  human  cause.  Causes  are  man- 
made,  to  be  sure,  and  in  the  long  run,  I 
believe  man  can  control  the  destiny  of 
civilization  on  this  earth.  And  yet  1 
know  that,  beyond  it  all,  there  is  an 
everlasting  purpose,  and  within  each 
one  of  us  there  is  that  lonely  something 
that  links  us  with  Divinity.  The  link  is 
there  to  be  used  or  disregarded.  Each 
must  make  his  own  choice." 

Choice  -  that  is  something  we  all  have 
to  face.  It  may  well  be  "the  road  less 
travelled  by"  along  which  you  will 
make  your  valuable  contribution.  Try 
to  see  the  next  milestone.  I  think  the 
many  failures  and  frustrations  around 
us  today  are  the  result  of  having  no 
purpose  in  life.  Having  found  your 
purpose,  then  make  a  definite  plan 
how  you  are  going  to  achieve  it.  When 
Dr.  Penfield's  mother  heard  about  the 
establishment  of  the  Rhodes  Scholar- 
ships in  1904  she  said  to  her  son  then 
13  years  old,  "This  scholarship  is  just 
the  thing  for  you"  and  in  due  course 
that  purpose  became  a  reality. 

This  school  is  an  example  of  a  purpose 
and  a  plan.  Ninety-one  years  ago 
Donald  Ross  wanted  to  found  a  school 
in  memory  of  his  mother,  and  he  did 
just  that.  I  am  sure  he  would  be  proud 
of  Trafalgar  to-day.  The  milestones  of 
long  ago  were  certainly  all  placed  there 
by  human  hands  with  a  purpose  in 
view,  the  purpose  of  direction.  In  your 
lifetime  you  will  perhaps  be  called  upon 
to  place  many  new  milestones  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  or  elsewhere  in 
Canada.  Don't  be  afraid  to  try.  To 
quote  Dr.  Penfield  again:  "When  one 
finds  his  work  in  the  world  and  begins 
to  carry  it  out  he  may  make  a  thrilling 
discovery  that  he  is  in  some  sort  of 
partnership  with  the  Creator  of  the 
Universe." 

Years  ago  it  would  have  been  con- 
sidered an  impossible  dream  that  a 
woman  would  be  a  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor (Pauline  McGibbon),  a  Chancellor 
of  a  University  (Phyllis  Ross  at  the 
University  of  British  Columbia),  the 
Principal  of  a  University  (Dr.  Pauline 
Jewett  of  Simon  Fraser). 

One  last  thought  for  all  of  you.  Having 
found  your  purpose  and  plan  I  hope 


you  will  also  discover  "the  joy  of 
working".  I  believe  there  is  no  greater 
joy  than  to  be  able  to  work  at 
something  you  truly  love.  We  all  see 
visions  and  dream  dreams  at  some 
point  in  our  lives.  We  almost  catch 
hold  of  them  and  then  something 
happens  and  we  are  tempted  to  give 
up  and  think  we  can  go  no  further.  If 
and  when  you  face  discouragement, 
doubt  and  disappointment,  remember 
these  words  of  Rudyard  Kipling  from 
his  poem  The  Explorer  which  again  and 
again  I  have  found  so  true: 

"There's  no  sense  in  going  further  - 
It's  the  edge  of  cultivation".  So 
they  said  and  I  believed  it  -  broke 
my  land  and  sowed  by  crop  -  Built 
my  barns  and  strung  my  fences  in 
the  little  border  station  Tucked 
away  below  the  foothills  where  the 
trails  run  out  and  stop:  Till  a  voice 
as  bad  as  Conscience,  rang  inter- 
minable changes  On  one  ever- 
whisper  day  and  night  repeated  - 
so:  "Something  hidden.  Go  and 
find  it.  Go  and  look  behind  the 
Ranges  -  Something  lost  behind 
the  Ranges.  Lost  and  waiting  for 
you.  Go!" 

HEAD  GIRL'S 
VALEDICTORY 

June  Closing  1978 

Mrs.  Doupe,  honoured  guests,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  fellow  students. 

In  writing  these  few  lines,  I  hope  I  have 
captured  the  spirit  intended. 

Parting  is  always  difficult,  especially 
after  the  close  relationship  we  have 
shared  over  the  past  few  years.  This  is 
a  day  which  everyone  has  anticipated 
with  mixed  feelings  -  we  have  been 
looking  forward  to  graduation  for 
several  years,  but  now  that  the  time 
has  arrived  for  us  to  leave  Traf's 
protective  wing  to  venture  into  the 
awesome  world,  we  are  a  little  ap- 
prehensive. Over  the  years  we  have 
enjoyed  so  many  happy  times  to- 
gether. We  will  miss  Prayers  in  the 
morning,  hectic  Gym  Dems,  unpredic- 
table House  Plays  and  exhausting  Field 
Days,  as  well  as  many  other  un- 
scheduled activities.  Now  we  can  look 
back  fondly  on  the  first  day  of  school, 
but  at  the  time  it  was  a  terrifying  ordeal 
to  be  a  "new  girl".  However  we  were 
soon  made  to  feel  part  of  the  Trafalgar 


family.  There  is  a  strong  sense  of  unity 
present.  It  seems  that  all  girls,  no 
matter  what  age,  are  able  to  strike  up 
lasting  friendships  because  of  one 
common  interest-Traf.  This  bond  also 
extends  to  the  teaching  staff  and 
allows  for  solid  student-teacher  re- 
lations. Changes  to  the  school  have 
been  radical,  but  the  school  spirit 
remains  unaltered.  Trafalgar  has 
watched  us  grow  up  and  has  moulded 
us  into  the  young  women  of  today.  We 
are  proud  to  have  been  a  part  of  this 
most  revered  life  for  these  few  years 
and  we  shall  always  be  proud  to  say,  "I 
graduated  from  Trafalgar".  Not  only 
has  it  enhanced  our  academic  know- 
ledge, but  also  that  of  athletics,  human 
relations  and  life  in  general.  We  are 
all  most  grateful  to  have  been  given  the 
tremendous  opportunity  to  attend 
such  a  great  school.  Although  aca- 
demics are  stressed,  this  does  not 
mean  that  there  is  no  time  left  for  fun 
and  games.  On  the  contrary,  Trafalgar 
has  been  known  as  a  place  for  many  a 
good  time  and  some  unforgettable 
experiences.  The  teachers  have  en- 
riched our  knowledge  immensely  and 
we  would  like  to  thank  them  for  their 
unfailing  understanding  and  patience. 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  the  girls 
for  their  friendships.  We  may  have  to 
leave  now  to  move  on  to  broaden  our 
horizons  but  we  will  always  retain  a 
space  in  our  hearts  for  Traf  and  our 
wonderful  memories  of  times  spent 
here. 

Melanie  Sheridan 
Head  Girl 


T.O.G.A. 

During  the  past  year  T.O.G.A.  has 
assisted  the  school  on  a  number  of 
occasions.  In  October,  on  Trafalgar 
Day,  instead  of  holding  a  bazaar,  the 
School  held  a  Book  Sale,  at  which 
books  were  selected  and  bought  for 
the  library  by  those  attending.  We 
were  happy  to  see  a  number  of  Old 
Girls  there. 

Career  Day  was  held  once  again  in 
November,  and,  as  it  was  such  a 
success,  another  day  was  held  in 
March.  Also  in  March,  T.O.G.A.  or- 
ganized the  Grad  class  volleyball  game. 
A  trophy,  introduced  this  year,  was 
won  by  the  Fifth  Form. 
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Again  this  past  Spring,  the  graduating 
students  devoted  a  Saturday  to 
"Spring  Clean-up".  Sixteen  pairs  of 
girls  put  themselves  at  the  disposal  of 
various  homes  for  three  hours  to  do 
whatever  was  necessary  from  cleaning 
to  gardening. 

The  41st  Annual  Dinner  was  held  in 
May  at  the  Four  Seasons  Hotel.  It  was 
a  tremendous  success  and  this  year  the 
anniversary  years  were: 

1928  -  50th  1963  -  15th 
1938  -  40th  1968  -  10th 
1953  -  25th       1973  -  5th 

We  had  a  good  attendance  from  all 
years  and  my  thanks  go  to  all  the  class 
representatives  who  organized  their 
respective  years. 

I  was  present  at  the  School  Closing  on 
June  9th  and  the  following  T.O.G.A. 
awards  were  given:  the  History  Prize  in 
memory  of  Dr.  Foster  and  the  Classics 
Prize  in  honour  of  Miss  Jean  Harvie 
went  to  Belaine  Lacey.  The  Classics 
Prize  in  honour  of  Miss  Jean  Harvie  to 
Daphne  Wollmann.  The  Bryan  Prize  for 
creative  writing,  poetry  to  Cynthia 
Roberts,  prose  to  Julia  Tilden.  The 
Fairley  Prize  was  presented  to  both 
Jennifer  Marler  and  Cynthia  Roberts. 
The  Lucy  Box  Award  was  presented  to 
Alison  Noel  of  VB  at  the  Gym 
Demonstration  earlier  this  year. 

For  the  '78-79  season,  we  have 
decided  to  change  our  format  slightly.  I 
will  be  working  with  a  much  larger 
executive  and  anyone  wishing  to 
attend  meetings  or  express  an  idea  will 
be  more  than  welcome.  We  can  use  all 
the  help  we  can  get!  Members  of  the 
new  Committee  are: 

Board  Representative 

Joan  Foster  '64 
Advisory  Committee  Rep. 

Barbara  Armsbuster  '57 
President      Jennifer  Lindsay  '66 
Treasurer      Helen  McGill  '72 
Secretary      Barbara  Page  '68 
Committee    Nick6  Bichet  '60, 
Leslie  Loomis  '60,  Stephanie  Luetti- 
cken  '74,  Jean  McKenna  '72,  Chris 
Ann  Nakis  '74,  Holly  Nobbs  '63,  Lygia 
Pietracupa  '73,  Carolyn  Pratt  '57,  Mary 
Puddington  '65,  Peggy  Jean  Thomas 
'44,  Janice  Winslow  '63,  Glenna  Wood 
'74. 

Fifth  Form  Reps 

Madeleine  Bock,  Roopali  Bhargava, 
Cynthia  Roberts. 
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In  the  coming  year  T.O.G.A.  is 
planning  five  major  events: 

1.  Trafalgar  Day  is  to  be  held  in 
October.  We  are  hoping  to  organize 
something  for  the  Old  Girls  to  attend. 

2.  "Fall  Clean-up".  We  have  decided 
to  change  from  the  spring,  as  most 
people  seem  to  want  more  help  around 
the  house  before  the  winter  snows 
arrive. 

3.  Career  Day  will  be  held  again  in 
November  and  March.  If  you  wish  to 
help  by  speaking  on  your  profession, 
please  get  in  touch  with  the  School. 
We  would  appreciate  any  help,  as  it  is 
an  important  aid  to  the  students  when 
deciding  on  their  future  studies. 

4.  The  Graduating  Class  vs.  Old  Girls 
Volleyball  Game  will  be  held  in  March. 
Let's  hope  this  year  we  can  capture  the 
trophy! 

5.  Last  but  not  least,  the  Annual 
Dinner  is  to  be  held  in  May.  We  look 
forward  to  another  good  turn  out,  and 
we  are  hoping  that  the  Staff  will  be 
able  to  attend  this  year  to  give  the  Old 
Girls  an  opportunity  to  again  meet 
some  of  their  past  teachers. 

Last  year,  the  Old  Girls  gave  $3,708.00 
in  donations.  $1,000.00  was  given  to 
the  T.O.G.A.  Scholarship.  This  year  it 
was  won  by  Stephani  Risk,  who  will  be 
entering  Form  I  in  the  fall.  The 
remainder  of  the  donations  helped  to 
buy  four  microscopes,  new  mats  and 
track  equipment  for  the  gym,  and 
$500.00  was  given  to  the  library.  Many 
thanks  to  all  the  Old  Girls  who  made 
these  donations. 

We  hope  that  this  coming  year  will  be  a 
good  one  for  T.O.G.A.  and  I  am 
looking  forward  to  hearing  your  ideas 
for  our  '78-'79  season  projects. 

Jennifer  Lindsay 
President,  T.O.G.A. 

WHERE  THEY  ARE  AND 
WHAT  THEY'RE  DOING 

Olive  Cameron  Morrison,  '30,  has 
retired  and  is  now  living  in  Ottawa. 

Editha  Wood  Rea,  '31,  and  her 
husband  have  retired  to  Oakville,  Ont. 

Barbara  Ward  Harvie,  '36,  and  her 
husband  have  returned  to  the  States 
after  five  years  in  London,  England, 
and  are  now  living  in  Avon,  Connecti- 
cut. 


Reni  Roberts,  '49,  is  living  in  New  York 
and  is  an  Assistant  Principal  at  P.S.  58 
in  the  Bronx;  her  son,  Karl  Seiden- 
wurm,  is  studying  law  at  Western 
State  University. 

Pippa  Hansard  Verrier,  '50,  moved  in 
September,  1977,  from  Halifax  to 
London,  England,  where  her  husband 
has  been  appointed  General  Manager 
for  Air  Canada  of  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Ireland.  They  expect  to  be  there 
for  two  or  three  years. 

Sherry  Daws-Knowles  Goodridge,  '53, 
continues  to  lead  her  active  (!)  life. 
During  winter,  '77-78,  she  was  Third 
Mate  of  C.G.S.  "Chebucto",  a  fisheries 
patrol  vessel,  enforcing  the  200-mile 
fishing  limit;  during  her  time  ashore  she 
is  studying  to  get  her  Second  Mate 
Foreign  Going  and  Mate  Home  Trade 
tickets  by  Easter,  1978.  To  cap  it  all, 
she  has  been  reactivated  from  the 
Armed  Forces  Reserve  to  become 
Second-in-Command  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Section  at  Atlantic  Militia  Area 
Headquarters,  which  means  she  will  be 
Commanding  Officer  by  the  fall  of  '78. 
Just  to  keep  her  busy.  Sherry  was  sent 
to  the  Middle  East  late  last  winter  as  a 
member  of  the  U.N.  Peacekeeping 
Force  and  returned  home  safely  In 
April  after  several  close  brushes  with 
death  in  South  Lebanon. 

Helen  Holbrook  Stevenson,  '53,  lives  in 
Windsor,  Conn.,  where  her  husband  is 
an  English  teacher  and  a  Housemaster 
at  Loomis-Chaffee  School.  Helen  is 
Artistic  Director  of  the  recently-formed 
Windsor  Ballet,  which  performed  its 
first  "Nutcracker"  last  December  and 
then  toured  local  schools  with  a 
production  of  "Coppelia",  Act  II.  She 
has  also  done  choreography  for  many 
shows,  recently  "1776",  produced  by 
the  Windsor  Bicentennial  Players. 

Marlena  Baugh,  '62,  continues  her 
distinguished  career  in  nursing.  After 
receiving  her  R.N.  (in  French)  from 
Hotel  Dieu  de  St.  Jerome  in  1965,  she 
took  her  B.Sc.N.  at  Windsor  Universi- 
ty, took  a  course  in  coronary  care  at 
Cornell,  and  has  now  also  received  her 
Master's  degree  in  Nursing  Adminis- 
tration from  Columbia  University,  N.Y. 
During  most  of  these  years,  she  has 
also  been  engaged  in  hospital  nursing. 

Elizabeth  (Bibi)  Lewis  Withers,  '62,  is 
now  living  in  Toronto. 

Martha  Nixon,  '62,  who  completed  her 
M.Ed.  (Reading)  at  McGill  in  the  fall  of 


1976,  has  been  promoted  to  the 
position  of  Assistant  Professor  in  the 
Faculty  of  Education.  She  has  also 
published  a  book,  "Puppetry  Without 
Tears",  and  in  1977-78  was  a  part-time 
lecturer  at  Vanier  College  and  a 
lecturer  in  the  evening  Continuing 
Education  Programme  at  McGill. 

Vicki  Weil  Turner,  '62,  after  living  in 
Mexico  City  for2y2  years,  now  lives  in 
Sierra  Madre,  California,  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area.  She  has  two  children, 
David,  aged  6,  and  Erica,  aged  4. 

Arlene  Cloutier  Rex,  '63,  has  been 
doing  part-time  work,  assisting  in 
medical  genetics  at  the  Montreal 
Children's  Hospital. 

Barb  Downie  Eremenko,  '64,  is  still 
living  in  Calgary  and  has  her  hands  full 
coping  with  three  children  under  five 
years  old.  They  have  moved  to  a  larger 
home  to  cope  with  the  expanding 
family! 

Catherine  (Cassie)  Lewis  Stanley,  '65, 
is  living  in  Fredericton.  For  some  time 
she  taught  in  the  Maritimes,  but  is  now 
concentrating  on  home  life. 

Barbara  Brook  Martin,  '66,  now  lives  in 
Orangeville,  Ontario,  and  has  two  small 
daughters.  She  and  her  husband 
visited  Heather  Robinson  in  Bermuda 
in  May. 

Mary  Kelsey  Kateck,  '66,  is  now  living 
in  llford,  Essex,  and  is  Head  of  History 
at  a  local  secondary  school  and  a 
part-time  lecturer  in  Archaeology  at  a 
nearby  Institute.  She  is  also  ex- 
perimenting with  ancient  Roman  and 
Medieval  cooking! 

Heather  Robinson,  '66,  is  living  and 
working  in  Bermuda,  where,  in  spring 
78,  she  was  promoted  to  Rooms 
Division  Manager  of  the  Southampton 
Princess  Hotel  in  Hamilton. 

Janet  Chandler  Allingham,  '68,  has 
been  working  as  "Liaison  Nurse"  at  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  acting  as  a  link 
between  the  Hospital  and  the  Com- 
munity Nursing  Services. 

Pippa  Hall  Henderson,  '69,  graduated 
from  McGill  in  spring  1978,  with  a 
B.Sc.  in  Honours  Biochemistry,  ob- 
taining the  highest  mark  in  Bio- 
chemistry. The  previous  year  she  won 
a  Honour  Scholarship,  coming  third 
in  the  class,  again  with  top  marks  in 
Biochemistry.  On  graduation,  she  was 
awarded  a  postgraduate  scholarship  in 
Biochemistry  by  the   University  of 


Saskatchewan,  but  refused  it  in  order 
to  enter  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at  U. 
of  Sask. 

Martha  Smith,  '69,  received  her  B.A. 
from  St.  Thomas  University,  Frederic- 
ton,  in  1973,  and  her  Diploma  in 
Education  from  McGill  in  1976. 

Lana  Reasin  Barnes,  '70,  who  was 
married  in  the  summer  of  1977,  at  Lake 
Louisa,  Que.,  is  living  in  Lachute  and 
working  in  the  office  of  Cara  Flight 
Kitchens  at  Mirabel  Airport. 

Liane  Sharkey,  '70,  after  attending 
Vanier  and  McGill,  moved  to  Toronto 
in  1974,  and  for  two  years  organized 
P.R.  for  Red  Cross  Blood  Clinics.  She 
is  now  working  as  secretary  in  the 
Psychiatry  Department  of  the  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children. 

Elizabeth  (Buffy)  Williams,  '70,  in  July 
had  her  engagement  announced  to 
Jeffrey  James  Packard,  A  fall  wedding 
is  planned. 

Lesley  Harris,  '71,  still  is  doing  top- 
flight work  in  Mathematics  and  bad- 
monton.  In  the  early  spring  and 
summer,  she  was  a  member  of  the 
team  representing  Canada  in  the 
Pan-American  championships,  the 
Devlin  Cup  against  teams  from  the 
U.S.  and  Mexico,  and  the  World 
Badminton  Championships  in  Malmo, 
Sweden.  In  September,  1977,  she 
transferred  to  the  University  of  Cal- 
gary, primarily  for  the  opportunities  of 
competitive  badminton,  and,  in  Janu- 
ary, she  and  her  partner  were  runners- 
up  in  the  women's  doubles  at  the 
Eastern  Canadian  Open  championships 
in  Toronto,  losing  to  the  winners  by  a 
very  narrow  margin. 

Vivien  Law,  '71,  is  still  indefatigable  in 
her  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  lan- 
guages! In  January,  1977,  for  interest, 
she  took  up  Portuguese,  won  a 
Portuguese  government  scholarship 
for  a  summer  course  at  the  University 
of  Coimbra,  "scrapped  into"  the  most 
advanced  level,  worked  frantically  for  a 
month,  and  "scrapped  out"  again  with 
a  diploma  entitling  her  to  teach  the 
language!!  I  quote  from  her  letter  of 
August,  1977;  the  brackets  are  mine. 
"I'm  back  at  the  medieval  Latin  again, 
and  am  continuing  to  resurrect  various 
neglected  tracts  by  Anglo-Saxon  and 
Irish  scholars  of  the  eighth  and  ninth 
centuries.  Trips  to  Leiden  and  Paris 
revealed  some  exciting  material  I  hope 
to  work  on  in  the  next  couple  of  years. 


once  I  finish  my  thesis...  The  annoying 
thing  is  that  a  Cambridge  Ph.D.  thesis 
is  expected  to  be  more  than  three 
times  as  long  as  a  McGill  one.  By  the 
middle  of  my  second  year  I'd  produced 
enough  polished  material  for  a  McGill 
degree.  The  end  is  in  sight,  I  hope;  I'm 
revising  the  introduction  and  plough- 
ing through  a  line-by-liiie  commentary 
on  the  text...  For  reasons  best  known 
to  themselves,  the  Master  and  Fellows 
of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  have 
elected  me  (out  of  about  85  applicants) 
into  a  (three  year)  research  fellowship 
effective  from  October  1  (1977).  I'm 
entitled  to  rooms  in  college,  one  meal  a 
day,  and  a  sizeable  stipend,  for  doing 
what  I  want!  Furthermore,  I'll  be  the 
first  woman  resident  in  the  college 
since  the  nuns  of  St.  Radeguna's  were 
expelled  to  make  room  for  the  new 

college,  in  1496  It  should  be  an 

interesting  experience,  especially  after 
Traf.  and  Girtonl...  As  a  sideline  I've 
been  cultivating  a  method  of  teaching 
university  beginners  to  read  medieval 
Latin  as  rapidly  as  possible...  It's 
worked  very  well  with  the  three 
students  I've  had  so  far,  so  I'm  trying 
out  a  similar  system  for  Greek,  and 
perhaps  German  next." 

Sally  Moore,  '71,  since  graduating  in 
Phys.  Ed.  from  U.N.B.  in  1976,  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  working  with 
the  'Y's,  first  with  the  YM-YWCA  in 
Fredericton.  In  the  summers  of  1976 
and  1977  she  was  in  Montreal,  helping 
to  develop  the  YWCA  camping  move- 
ment; since  January,  1978,  she  has 
been  working  for  the  YM-YWCA  in 
Ottawa,  in  the  area  of  Youth  Program 
Development  and  Promotion,  and  as 
Director  of  a  summer  camp,  Camp 
Davern,  in  Perth,  Ontario. 

Rosemary  Okuda,  '71,  who  is  doing 
postgraduate  work  at  McGill  was,  last 
winter,  also  campus  centre  director  for 
evening  students  at  the  Viger  campus 
of  Dawson  College.  This  involved 
being  on  campus  between  4  and  10 
p.m.  Monday  through  Thursday  to 
help  students  and  staff  with  anything  - 
and  everything! 

Susan  Solymoss  '72  is  entering  second 
year  Medicine  at  McGill. 

Gail  Heughan,  '72,  after  completing  the 
Social  Sciences  requirements  at 
Champlain  College,  St.  Lambert,  has 
received  her  B.A.  at  McGill,  majoring  in 
Geography,  and  plans  to  go  next  year 
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to  Edmonton  to  take  her  Teachers' 
Diploma.  In  the  summer  of  75  she 
attended  a  2-month  French  course  at 
the  University  of  Lausanne,  which  she 
highly  recommends,  and  travelled  ex- 
tensively in  Europe.  In  October,  1976, 
she  joined  the  Air  Reserve,  401 
Squadron,  where  she  is  an  administra- 
tive clerk,  and  flies  every  second 
weekend.  In  summer,  1977,  she 
worked  for  the  Canadian  Forces, 
spending  two  weeks  at  Chatham,  N.B., 
with  the  Search  and  Rescue  Squadron, 
then,  after  a  seven-week  course  in 
Winnipeg,  returned  to  Toronto  to  work 
for  the  Air  Show  in  September. 

Anita  Joubert,  '72,  is  Assistant  Ac- 
countant at  the  Plaza  Cote  des  Neiges 
branch  of  the  Royal  Bank. 

Brenda  Kaine,  '72,  was  accepted  into 
First  Year  Law  at  Queen's  in  Sep- 
tember, 1977. 

Jacqueline  Millner,  '72,  has  been  living 
in  Ottawa  since  July,  1977,  and  is 
working  as  a  programmer  in  a  Soft- 
ware Support  group  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

Susan  Roy,  '72,  received  her  B.A.  in 
Honours  English  from  Carleton  Univer- 
sity in  1977,  and  her  B.Ed,  from  the 
University  of  Western  Ontario  in  1978. 

Laura  Spafford  Peterson,  '72,  gradu- 
ated from  Carleton  in  November,  1976, 
with  a  general  B.A.  in  History.  After 
her  marriage  in  the  summer  of  1977  in 
Bloomfield,  Ontario,  she  and  her 
husband  moved  to  Blacksburg,  Vir- 
ginia, where  Ron  is  doing  his  Ph.D.  in 
Geology.  Laura  is  working  as  a 
volunteer  in  a  hot-line  crisis  centre  and 
has  trained  for  two  other  similar  places. 

Wanda  Burrows,  past  student  '72,  in 
July  had  her  engagement  announced 
to  Norman  William  Lovell. 

Liz  Pigot,  '73,  graduated  from  U.N.B. 
in  1977  with  a  B.Sc,  majoring  in 
Biology.  During  1977-78,  she  was 
engaged  on  a  spruce  budworm  project, 
which  involved  spending  the  summer 
in  Fredericton,  the  autumn  at  Cultus 
Lake,  B.C.,  with  one  of  the  Katimavik 
groups,  the  winter  in  Newfoundland, 
and  the  spring  in  Arundel,  Que.  A  good 
day  to  see  Canada,  Liz! 

Margaret  Coyle,  '74,  has  completed  the 
Bachelor  of  Agriculture  Science  pro- 
gramme at  the  University  of  Guelph, 
and  has  applied  for  Veterinary  Medi- 
cine this  fall. 
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Laurie  Delamater  '74  is  in  fourth  year 
Art  History  at  McGill. 

Julie  Lefebvre,  '74,  received  her  B.A. 
from  Concordia  University  in  June, 
1978,  majoring  in  Political  Science. 

Jane  Nemec,  '74,  is  also  at  Guelph,  in 
Fourth  Year  B.Sc. 

Wendy  Verrier,  '74,  did  her  Third  Year 
of  Fine  Arts  at  the  Byam  Shaw  School 
of  Drawing  and  Painting  in  London, 
England  and  plans  to  return  to  the 
University  of  Alberta  this  year  for  her 
final  year.  She  is  now  concentrating 
mostly  on  oil  painting. 

Jackie  Hall,  '75,  has  graduated  from 
the  three-year  Professional  Theatre 
course  at  John  Abbott  College. 

Sherry  Lunan,  '75,  is  enjoying  Second 
Year  at  Bishop's.  She  reports  that  all 
the  Trafites  at  Champlain,  Lennoxville, 
and  Bishop's  are  doing  well. 

Marg  Pigot,  '75,  is  also  in  Seond  Year 
Arts  at  Bishop's,  majoring  in  Geo- 
graphy. 

Susana  Torrents,  Upper  II  '75,  is  still 
living  in  Geneva,  but  is  now  attending 
school  in  England,  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
in  Woldingham. 

Winnie  Tse,  '75,  is  in  her  final  year  at 
McGill,  doing  an  Honours  Degree  in 
Sociology  and  enjoying  it  very  much. 

Joanne  Turcotte,  '75,  is  in  the  B.Sc. 
course  at  McGill,  taking  Honours 
Physics. 

Eleanor  Hsu,  '76,  is  at  the  University  of 
Waterloo,  studying  Mathematics 
(Computer  Science).  This  is  a  co- 
operative programme,  involving  alter- 
nating study  and  work  terms.  From 
January  to  April,  1978,  Eleanor  worked 
in  Montreal  for  the  Royal  Bank. 

Mimi  Judah,  '76,  is  in  Second  Year 
Phys.  Ed.  at  the  University  of  New 
Brunswick. 

Janet  Lewis,  '76,  is  in  Second  Year  at 
Trinity  College,  University  of  Toronto, 
specializing  in  Internationa!  Relations. 

Yoko  Ohzeki,  '76,  is  now  living  in 
Japan. 

Susan  Senecal,  '76,  has  been  accepted 
for  entrance  to  McGill  in  September, 
1978. 

Lorraine  Turcotte,  '76,  has  been 
awarded  the  Grace  Fairley  Trafalgar 
Scholarship  for  the  1978-1979  session 
by  McGill  University. 


Wilma  Wathey,  '76,  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1978  from  O'Sullivan  College 
as  a  Legal  Secretary. 

Caren  Weinstein,  '76,  is  in  the  third 
year  at  Russell  Sage  College,  majoring 
in  History  and  International  Relations, 
with  a  little  bit  of  French  thrown  in.  Her 
home  is  now  in  Ottawa. 

Anne  Wood,  '76,  is  at  Carleton 
University,  studying  for  a  B.A.,  ma- 
joring in  Political  Science. 

Alison  Hancox,  '77,  last  winter  ad- 
dressed the  Westmount  Rotary  Club 
on  her  experiences  as  one  of  one 
hundred  teenagers  from  all  parts  of 
Canada  chosen  to  attend  a  week-long 
symposium  in  Ottawa  last  summer, 
arranged  by  the  Forum  for  Young 
Canadians.  This  is  a  government- 
sponsored  programme  designed  to 
bring  young  people  into  closer  touch 
with  the  operation  of  the  country.  As 
well  as  visiting  various  institutions  and 
assemblies  in  the  capital,  the  partici- 
pants discussed  the  nation's  business 
with  the  decision-makers,  dined  with 
their  M.P.S.,  and  held  mock  parliamen- 
tary sessions,  including  one  enlighten- 
ing debate  on  national  unity.  Alison  felt 
that  they  were  able  to  develop  a  real 
Canadian  spirit  and  that  close  bonds 
were  formed  among  the  young  people 
from  the  Yukon  right  across  Canada  to 
Newfoundland. 

Belinda  Rankovich,  '77,  is  now  living  in 
Mississauga,  Ontario,  and  has  com- 
pleted Grade  13  at  Glenforest  Secon- 
dary School. 

Ellen  and  Kathy  Cash  are  both  pur- 
suing careers  in  the  music  world.  Ellen 
is  presently  in  France  and  Spain,  where 
she  has  been  concertizing  on  the  radio 
and  giving  public  concerts.  In  October, 
this  year,  Ellen,  a  flautist,  will  be  giving 
a  concert  for  the  Lakeshore  Chamber 
Music  Society,  for  which  she  will  be 
accompanied  by  pianist  Jasper  Colom. 
From  there,  they  will  be  going  to 
Toronto  for  a  week  of  concerts. 

Kathy  Cash  received  her  Masters  of 
Music  from  Juillard's.  For  the  next  two 
years  her  programmes  are  already 
organized!  She  has  just  completed  a 
five  week  tour  of  Russia  with  the  New 
York  Pro  Arte  group  and  is  still 
involved  in  violin  concerts  for  C.B.C. 
radio  and  television.  In  the  very  near 
future,  Kathy  will  be  a  member  of  a 
Quebec  Quartet  which  will  be  touring 
the  Maritimes  on  a  six  week  tour. 


Susan  Coromel  completed  high  school 
in  New  Hampshire. 

Jackie  Tomassi  is  in  second  year 
drama  at  Dawson. 

Louise  Benjamin  will  be  attending 
Brown  University  as  of  January  1979. 
Although  she  has  been  enjoying 
Wellesley,  Louise  is  looking  forward  to 
this  change  in  her  academic  scenery. 
During  her  summer  vacation,  Louise 
rejoned  her  parents  in  Texas,  where 
she  not  only  took  advantage  of  the 
beautiful  summer  weather,  but  also 
kept  herself  busy  tutoring  Spanish. 

THE  CLASS  OF  '78 

More  than  half  the  graduating  class  are 
attending  CEGEPS  in  Quebec.  At 
Marianopolis  are  Christina  Bardecki, 
Roopali  Bhargava,  Fotini  Costakos, 
Katherine  Kasirer,  Belaine  Lacey,  Mar- 
tina Lis,  Jennifer  Marler,  Kim  Morison, 
Lark  Nemerever,  Deirdre  Palmer,  Janet 
Penny,  Jill  Samis,  Melanie  Sheridan, 
Elizabeth  Smeaton,  Sunniva  Sorby, 
Lori  Spotton,  Julia  Tilden  and  Nadia 
Tontini. 

Dawson  College  has  been  chosen  by 
Charlotte  Farkas,  Patty  Finkelstein  and 
Kim  Robichaud;  Vanier  College  by 
France  Robillard  and  Demetra  Tzevele- 
kos,  and  John  Abbott  College  by  Katie 
Russell  and  Daphne  Wollmann.  Josie 
Stapenhorst  is  attending  the  Lennox- 
ville  Campus  of  Champlain  Regional 
College  while  Lynn  Senecal  is  at  the 
St.  Lambert  Campus.  Attending  Cen- 
tennial Academy  are  Madeline  Bock, 
Angle  Heck  and  Judy  Johnson. 
Heather  Cherrier  is  attending  the  Sir 
George  Williams  Business  School. 

Five  girls  are  in  the  Maritimes.  Heather 
Leigh  and  Jane  Morganti  are  at  Acadia 
University  and  Caria  Hamilton  and  Fran 
Tramontin  are  at  the  University  of  New 
Brunswick  and  Andrea  Robertson  is  at 
Mount  Allison. 

Four  girls  have  gone  to  Ontario. 
Andrea  Duncan,  Alison  Noel,  April 
Romagnano  and  Noreen  Shah  are  all  at 
Carleton  University. 

Jane  Bregazzi  is  taking  grade  twelve  at 
a  Calgary  High  School,  Ana  de  Castro 
has  returned  to  Portugal,  Julie  Moro- 
ney  is  taking  journalism  at  Emerson 
College  in  Boston,  Linda  Roten  is 
studying  at  St.  Michaels'  College  in 
Vermont  and  Cynthia  Roberts  is 
working  for  a  year  before  continuing 
her  studies. 


MARRIAGES 

1977 

April         Jennifer  Pearson  to  Jeffrey 

Albert  Kila 
June  25     Jean  McKenna  to  lain 

Archibald  MacEachern 
July         Emily  Black  to  Brian  Uncles 
July  23      Lana  Reasin  to  John 

Douglas  Barnes 
Aug.  20     Laura  Spafford  to  Ronald 

Charles  Peterson 
Aug.  26     Jill   Gardiner   to  Douglas 

Stuart  Rollins 
Oct.  Kathy  Feig  to  Henry 

Stopnicki 

1978 

June        Alice  Klinkhoff  to 

Dr.  Andrew  Douglas 
Thompson 

Summer  Norma  Wathey  to  Gary 
Coupland 

June  17     Gail  Goodfellow  to  Trevor 

John  Skutezky 
Aug.  25     Vanessa  Jane  Morgan  to 

Gerhard  Hoffman  in 

Victoria,  B.C. 

BIRTHS 

1977 

Apr.  8  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Morash 
(Christina  Vincelli),  a  son 

Apr.  17  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Bentley 
(Deborah  West),  a  daughter 
in  Etobicoke,  Ont. 

May  20  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Hand 
(Diane  Maloney),  a  son 

July  17  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Gainsbury 
(Elaine  Caplan),  a  son 

  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longley  (Su- 
zanne Kerr),  a  son,  in 
Christchurch,  N.Z. 

Aug.  17  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Eremenko 
(Barb  Downie),  a  son,  in 
Calgary 

Aug.  19     Mr.    and    Mrs.    J.  Hunt 

(Cynthia  Oddie),  a  son 
Aug.  21      Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  de  Roche 

(Diana  Place),  a  son 
Sept.  22    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tremis  (Betty 

Jongeneel),  a  son 
Nov.  6       Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Michetti 

(Robin  Gagnier),  a  son 
Dec.  29     Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Barrington 

(Kathryn  Tees),  a  daughter 

1978 

Jan.  17  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Crombie 
(Elizabeth  Tighe),  a  son,  in 
Toronto 


Jan.  27  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Pearce 
(Colleen  Heffernan),  a 
daughter 

Jan.  28      Mr.    and    Mrs.    G.  Price 

(Sandra  Crabtree),  a  son,  in 

London,  Ont. 
Apr.  26      Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Powell 

(Valerie   Hornibrook),  a 

daughter 

June  Mr.  and  Mrs.   P.  Newell 

(Jane  Curwood),  a 
daughter,  in  Toronto 

June  13  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair-Smith 
(Jackie  Strowlger),  a 
daughter 

July  15  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Hyde 
(Beverley  Monks),  a  son,  in 
Ottawa 

DEATHS 

On  November  30,  1977,  in  Montreal, 
Helen  Brainerd  Ogilvie,  Past  Student 
1913-1919. 

On  December  8,  1977,  in  Nassau, 
Bahamas,  Mrs.  Edwin  Brownrigg 
(Mona  Robinson),  Class  of  1935. 
On  February  6,  1978,  in  Montreal, 
Dorothy  Reed  Cushing,  Class  of  1922. 
On  April  1,  1978,  in  Montreal,  Mrs. 
Hugh  P.  Illsley  (Lilias  Shepherd),  Class 
of  1928. 

On  April  6,  1978,  in  Montreal,  Kathe- 
rine Torrance  Trenholme,  Class  of 
1906. 

On  April  16,  1978,  in  Oakland,  Califor- 
nia, Mrs.  John  S.  Foster,  Jr.  (Barbara 
Anne  Wickes),  Class  of  1940. 

COLLEGE  AND  CAREER 
GUIDANCE 

The  guidance  of  students  in  choosing 
colleges  and  careers  has  gained  a  high 
priority  at  Trafalgar.  When  statistics 
show  that  the  average  married  Cana- 
dian woman  today  is  35  when  her  last 
child  enters  school  and  that  the  life 
expectancy  of  that  woman  is  75  years, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  statistics  also 
show  that  9  out  of  10  women  will  work 
an  average  of  25  years.  With  these 
statistics  in  mind,  it  becomes  in- 
creasingly important  that  girls  make 
long  range  goals  in  planning  careers, 
choosing  work  that  is  suited  to  their 
capabilities  and  interests  and  which 
can  provide  a  satisfying  career 
throughout  their  lifetimes. 

Last  Fall,  Trafalgar  working  jointly  with 
the  Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
E.C.S.  and  The  Study,  organized  a 
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college  Information  evening  for 
Secondary  IV  and  V  students  and  their 
parents.  Working  together,  the  four 
schools  were  able  to  attract  college 
information  officers  not  only  from 
Quebec  but  also  from  Ontario,  the 
Maritimes  and  the  United  States.  A 
similar  evening  is  already  planned  for 
this  Fall. 

We  held  two  career  afternoons  at  the 
School  where  students  in  grades  9,  10 
and  11  could  learn  about  career 
opportunities  for  women.  T.O.G.A. 
was  actively  involved  in  these  after- 
noons, providing  the  majority  of  the 
speakers. 

The  first  afternoon  was  held  in 
November  and  included  speakers  on 
seven  careers:  acting,  journalism,  law, 
nursing,  physical  education,  psycholo- 
gy and  veterinary  medicine.  The 
second  afternoon  was  held  in  March 
and  featured  speakers  on  another 
seven  careers:  airline  stewardess, 
architecture,  business,  engineering, 
medicine,  natural  science  and  social 
work. 

Also  in  March,  our  Vth  Form  students 
were  invited  to  a  Career  Day  at  E.C.S. 
Women  from  a  wide  variety  of  careers 
provided  a  thoroughly  interesting  day. 
We  plan  next  year  to  continue  this  type 
of  career  guidance  as  well  as  to  explore 
new  ways  of  informing  our  students  of 
the  opportunities  for  choice  that  they 
have  in  the  world  of  work. 

INTERSCHOLASTIC 
SPORTS 

Trafalgar  competes  interscholastically 
through  the  Greater  Montreal  Athletic 
Association.  The  membership  of  this 
association  includes  the  majority  of 
English  schools,  both  private  and 
public,  in  Montreal.  Last  year,  through 
this  organization,  our  students  parti- 
cipated in  six  events. 

In  September  our  tennis  team  did 
extremely  well  placing  first,  second 
and  third  in  the  singles  and  first  in  the 
doubles  competition. 

Twenty-two  girls  entered  the  Cross- 
country Running  Meet  held  in  October 
on  Mount  Royal.  Of  the  528  students 
from  the  many  schools  who  partici- 
pated, those  who  placed  among  the 
top  nine  in  their  category  were  eligible 
to  represent  the  G.M.A.A.  in  the 
Provincial  Cross-Country  Meet  at  Oka. 
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Three  of  our  girls  in  the  Juvenile 
category  and  two  in  the  Midget, 
qualified. 

Both  Trafalgar's  Midget  and  Juvenile 
volleyball  teams  advanced  to  the 
semi-finals  of  their  league.  They  were 
eliminated  in  that  round  only  after 
several  very  close,  exciting  matches. 

In  the  G.M.A.A.  basketball  league,  the 
Juvenile  team  ended  the  regular 
season  with  five  wins  and  seven  losses, 
while  the  Midgets  won  six  and  lost  five 
games. 

In  badminton  competition,  Trafalgar's 
Bantam  team  finished  first  losing  only 
one  match  of  twenty-five  played.  The 
Juvenile  team  played  well,  too,  finish- 
ing second. 

Trafalgar  participated  in  interscholastic 
gymnastic  competition  for  the  first 
time  this  year.  Lisa  Senecal  placed  first 
in  one  event,  tied  for  first  in  a  second 
and  placed  fourth  in  a  third  in  the 
intermediate  class.  Her  sister,  Lori- 
Ann,  was  among  the  top  placers  in  the 
novice  class. 

In  addition  to  participation  in  G.M.A.A. 
leagues,  Trafalgar,  along  with  E.C.S., 
The  Study  and  St.  George's  co-hosted 
a  basketball  tournament.  Three 
schools  from  Toronto,  Havergal, 
Branksome  Hall  and  Bishop  Strachan, 
as  well  as  Bishop's  College  School 
from  Lennoxville,  came  to  Montreal  for 
the  weekend.  Trafalgar's  teams  did 
very  well.  The  Senior  team  placed 
second  to  B.C.S.  and  the  Junior  team 
took  first  place  in  the  tournament. 

In  May,  our  tennis  winners  competed 
again  in  the  G.M.A.A.  finals.  Carol 
Harris  won  the  singles  and  teamed 
with  Cynthia  Sutherland  to  win  the 
doubles  competition. 

AWARD  WINNERS 

Trafalgar  entered  several  students  in 
the  Royal  Commonwealth  Society 
Essay  Competition  in  the  intermediate 
category.  Trafalgar  students  won  the 
first  four  places!  The  students  were: 

1.  Caroline  Smeeton  85 

2.  Susan  Pedersen  82 

3.  EveBockler  80 

4.  Laurie  Neapole  78 

Melanie  Sheridan  won  first  prize  in  the 
Soroptimist  Club's  Citizenship  Awards 
for  1977-78. 


Randee  Baron  won  first  prize  in  the 
Junior  Models  Section  (grade  seven 
and  eight)  at  the  Q.A.T.H.  History  Fair, 
held  at  The  Old  Fort  on  St.  Helen's 
Island  from  May  12th  to  14th.  Randee 
constructed  a  model  of  the  Gutenberg 
Press. 

Liz-Ann  Crompton  won  third  prize  int 
the  Junior  Audio  Visual  Category  with 
her  tape  describing  the  Globe  Theatre. 

Caroline  Smeeton  was  one  of  ninety 
Quebec  students  awarded  a  prize  in 
the  Heritage  Contest  organized  by  the 
National  Museums  of  Canada.  Her 
essay  on  Wilfred  Pelletier  won  Caroline 
a  twenty-four  day  trip  across  Canada 
this  summer. 

COMMONWEALTH 
ESSAY  1978 

by 

Caroline  Smeeton  1VA 

Before  I  can  describe  the  lives  of  the 
two  important  Commonwealth  citizens 
I  have  chosen,  a  description  of  the 
concept  of  Commonwealth,  what  it 
means  to  all  of  us  and  how  it  can  help 
us,  should  be  attempted.  During  my 
reading,  perhaps  the  most  effective 
description  I  found  occurs  in  the 
Smuts  Memorial  lecture  delivered  by 
Lester  Pearson  in  1970: 

"The  Commonwealth  of  Nations  is  an 
association  of  peoples  of  every  race, 
who  have  freely  joined  together  as 
equals,  in  the  hope  that  they  have 
something  to  offer  each  other  and  can 
also  give  the  world  an  example  of 
inter-racial  as  well  as  international 
friendship  and  cooperation."  [Smuts 
Memorial  lecture] 

A  statesman  of  international  stature, 
foreign  minister  and  prime  minister  of 
his  country  and  Nobel  Prize  winner 
must  surely  be  a  reliable  authority  on 
this  subject. 

Lester  Bowles  Pearson  was  almost 
born  in  this  century  (1897),  went  to 
public  schools,  was  invalided  from  the 
Royal  Flying  Corps  and  attended  both 
Toronto  and  Oxford  universities.  Still 
very  young,  he  was  appointed  lecturer, 
then  assistant  professor  at  Toronto 
university,  served  his  country  in 
various  diplomatic  posts  and  became 
Prime  Minister  in  April  1963.  Through- 


out  his  distinguished  career  he  was  an 
active  supporter  of  international  co- 
operation and  was  convinced  that  a 
strong  Commonwealth  was  one  of  the 
best  guarantees  for  a  successful 
United  Nations  Organization.  [Britan- 
nica] 

He  did  not  see  the  Commonwealth  as  a 
planned  structure  but  as  the  reaction 
of  politically  practical  people  to 
changes  which  were  inevitable,  al- 
though enough  was  salvaged  each 
time  for  the  previous  order  of  things  to 
continue  and  to  sustain  the  collective 
and  cooperative  idea.  Such  a  coopera- 
tion fosters  political  sense  and  wisdom, 
two  virtues  which  are  essential  if 
differences  between  peoples  within  the 
Commonwealth  and  even  outside  are 
to  be  peacefully  and  durably  settled.  [S 
[S.M.L.] 

As  a  statesman  of  one  of  the  founding 
countries  of  the  Commonwealth  - 
Canada  became  self-governing  on  1 
July  1867  -  his  opinions  carried  a  great 
deal  of  weight.  In  1948  the  Association 
almost  disintegrated  when  India  de- 
clared itself  a  republic.  How  indeed 
could  a  republic  be  reconciled  with  a 
king?  The  solution  lay  in  the  change  of 
title:  the  monarch  to  whom  all  the 
colonies  owed  allegiance  was  replaced 
by  a  Head  of  Commonwealth  for 
whom  all  felt  respect.  Had  this  bond  of 
the  monarchy  been  broken,  the  new 
Commonwealth  would  only  have  been 
held  together  by  self-interest.  Pearson 
fully  appreciated  the  central  unifying 
force  exerted  by  the  monarch  and  felt 
that  the  two-yearly  meetings  of  heads 
of  state  provided  insufficient  support. 
["Mike"] 

He  therefore  urged  the  creation  of  a 
Commonwealth  secretariat  to  co- 
ordinate the  efforts  towards  the  com- 
mon objective.  This  office  finally  came 
into  being  in  1945  with  a  Canadian 
chief  executive.  He  also  warned 
against  member  states  exaggerating 
their  influence  and  overplaying  their 
participation  in  international  affairs, 
although  this  did  not  mean  that  they 
should  shirk  their  responsibilities.  ["A 
world  to  share"  ] 

Pearson's  far-sighted  spirit  and  powers 
of  persuasiveness  became  evident  at 
the  1964  Commonwealth  summit  con- 
ference, when  he  provided  the  bridge- 


building  speech  at  the  vital  point, 
resulting  in  a  communique  which  the 
African  Commonwealth  leaders  could 
accept,  namely  the  majority-rule  prin- 
ciple for  any  independence  deal  with 
the  Rhodesian  Smith  regime.  Nothing 
could  be  more  valuable  than  an 
association  based  on  the  old  British 
Empire,  which  would  permit  members 
from  the  emerging  continents  of  Africa 
and  Asia  to  share  a  multi-lateral, 
multi-racial  society  with  Britain,  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand  and  Canada. 
["Mike"] 

From  this  aspect  its  flexibility  contrasts 
sharply  with  the  United  Nations  which, 
according  to  Michael  Stewart,  the 
British  statesman:  "proceeds  rather 
cumbrously  and  laboriously  because  of 
the  many  different  idealogies  and 
beliefs  that  divide  them".  Pearson 
considered  that  an  independent  Com- 
monwealth would  provide  a  more 
positive  and  reliable  support  for  the 
U.N.  [S.M.L.] 

Another  firm  believer  in  unity  was  the 
South  African  statesman,  soldier  and 
philosopher,  Jan  Christiaan  Smuts.  His 
background  was  completely  different 
from  that  of  Pearson,  although  he  too 
became  Prime  Minister  of  his  country. 
Smuts  was  born  in  1870  in  Cape 
Colony  of  Afrikaner  parents.  He  was  a 
student  of  great  ability,  with  a  mind 
that  was  both  broad  and  deep.  He 
studied  law  at  Cambridge  and  returned 
to  South  Africa  in  1895,  working  first 
as  a  journalist.  He  became  disillusioned 
with  British  policy  in  South  Africa  and 
joined  the  Boer  forces  as  a  guerilla 
fighter,  showing  outstanding  power  of 
leadership.  Overwhelmed  by  superior 
forces,  the  Boers  lost  the  war.  Smuts 
then  went  to  London,  where  he 
managed  to  obtain  self-government  for 
his  country,  turning  enemies  into 
friends.  He  created  a  new  nation 
which,  like  Canada,  was  to  be  a  willing 
partner  in  the  evolving  British  Com- 
monwealth. [Chamber's  Encycl.] 

He  believed  in  honesty,  fair  play, 
justice  and  the  ordinary  Christian 
virtues,  a  good  example  to  others. 
While  some  considered  his  magna- 
nimity out  of  place  in  international 
affairs,  he  saw  it  change  a  dangerous 
position  into  one  of  friendship  between 
victor  and  vanquished.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  a  policy  of  tolerance  and 


understanding  could  never  be  a  mis- 
take. He  argued  that:  "We  have  set  out 
to  prove  that  equal  sovereign  states 
under  a  common  crown  are  a  more 
stable  combination  in  these  dangerous 
times  than  any  other  form  of  political 
union."  He  upheld  this  principle 
throughout  his  long  career  and  es- 
pecially during  his  important  posts  as 
adviser  to  the  British  government.  He 
always  urged  common  consultation  so 
that  causes  of  friction  and  misunder- 
standing could  be  prevented  or  re- 
moved. ["Plans  for  a  better  world"] 

Yet  his  mind  was  flexible  enough  for 
him  to  say:  "The  extraordinary  diffi- 
culties and  complications  of  modern 
government  call  for  revised  methods 
and  new  experiments".  [J.C.  Smuts" 
byJ.C.  Smuts] 

As  early  as  1917  he  declared  that:  "The 
British  Empire  is  much  more  than  a 
state  ...  but  a  community  of  states  and 
nations  ...  a  dynamic  evolving  system 
...  I  prefer  to  call  the  British  Common- 
wealth of  Nations".  So  strong  was  this 
belief  that  he  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  South  Africa  into  the  1914-18 
war  in  defence  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  all  it  stood  for. 

Smuts  attended  many  important  con- 
ferences and  later  in  his  life  toured 
much  of  the  world  giving  lectures:  at  all 
times  he  defended  the  ideal  of  a 
tolerant,  cooperative  Commonwealth 
which  would  serve  as  an  example  for 
another  international  organization 
which  he  helped  to  create,  namely  the 
League  of  Nations. 

Smuts  therefore  guided  the  transition 
from  a  structured  colonial  Empire  to  a 
free  association  of  self-governing 
countries  which  Pearson  not  only 
helped  to  consolidate  at  a  period  of 
rapidly  increasing  membership,  as 
colonies  gained  independence,  but 
may  even  have  saved  from  breaking 
up.  [Commonwealth  Annual  1958] 
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OLD  GIRLS  1978 


News  of  Interest 

The  Newsletter  Committee  always  welcomes  news  from  Old  Girls  for  the  newsletter 
along  with  address  changes,  births,  marriages,  etc.  Please  fill  in  this  slip  and  mail  it  to: 

Miss  J.E.  Harvie 
Trafalgar  Newsletter 
3495  Simpson  St. 
Montreal,  Que.  H3G  2J7 


Name 


Maiden  Name 
Address  


Class  of: 


.Postal  Code 


Telephone  No. 


News  of  Interest 
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